IFTSAI Forwarding and Transport Schedule and
Availability Information Message

Introduction:

The function of this message is to request transport schedule or availability information and to answer to such a request.
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Segment: U N B Interchange Header
Position: 0005

Group:
Level: 0
Usage: Mandatory
Max Use: 1

Purpose: To start, identify and specify an interchange
Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:
Comments:
Notes: UNB+UNOC:2+TRADING PARTNER ID:ZZZ+MSCU:Z2ZZ+010711:1200+1"'

Data Element Summary
Data  Component

Attributes
Element Element Name Rea/Repeat/Repr

M S001 SYNTAX IDENTIFIER M 1
Identification of the agency controlling the syntax and indication of syntax
level.

M 0001  Syntax identifier M a4
Coded identification of the agency controlling a syntax and syntax level used in
an interchange.

Accepted Value:
UNOC UN/ECE level C
As defined in ISO 8859-1 : Information processing - Part
1: Latin alphabet No. 1.

M 0002  Syntax version number M nl
Version number of the syntax identified in the syntax identifier (0001).
Accepted Value:

2 Version 2
1SO 9735:1990.

M S002 INTERCHANGE SENDER M 1
Identification of the sender of the interchange.

M 0004  Sender identification M an..35
Name or coded representation of the sender of a data interchange.

Trading Partner 1D
0007  Partner identification code qualifier C an..4
Qualifier referring to the source of codes for the identifiers of interchanging
partners.
Accepted Value:
277 Mutually defined

X 0008  Address for reverse routing C an..14

M S003 INTERCHANGE RECIPIENT M 1
Identification of the recipient of the interchange.

M 0010 Recipient identification M an..35
Name or coded representation of the recipient of a data interchange.

MSCU
0007  Partner identification code qualifier C an..4
Qualifier referring to the source of codes for the identifiers of interchanging
partners.
Accepted Value:
277 Mutually defined

X 0014  Routing address C an..14

M S004 DATE AND TIME OF PREPARATION M 1

MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY msc.com
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Date and time of preparation of the interchange.

M 0017  Date of preparation M né
Local date when an interchange or a functional group was prepared.

M 0019  Time of preparation M n4
Local time of day when an interchange or a functional group was prepared.

M 0020 INTERCHANGE CONTROL REFERENCE M 1 an.l14

Unique reference assigned by the sender to an interchange.
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Segment: U N H Message Header

Position: 0010
Group:
Level: 0

Usage: Mandatory

Max Use: 1

Purpose: A service segment starting and uniquely identifying a message. The message type code for the
Forwarding and transport schedule and availability information message is IFTSAI.
Note: Forwarding and transport schedule and availability information messages conforming to this
document must contain the following data in segment UNH, composite S009:;
Data element 0065 IFTSAI 0052 D 0054 99B 0051 UN

Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:
Comments:

Notes: UNH+1+IFTSAI:D:99B:UN'

Data Component

Attributes
Element Element

Data Element Summary

Name Rea/Repeat/Repr

M 0062

M S009

M 0065

M 0052

M 0054

M 0051

MESSAGE REFERENCE NUMBER M 1 an..14
Unique message reference assigned by the sender.
MESSAGE IDENTIFIER M 1
Identification of the type, version etc. of the message being interchanged.
Message type identifier M an..6
Code identifying a type of message and assigned by its controlling agency.
Accepted Value:
IFTSAI Forwarding and transport schedule and availability
information message
A code to identify the forwarding and transport schedule
and availability information message.
Message type version number M an..3
Version number of a message type.
Accepted Value:
D Draft version/UN/EDIFACT Directory
Message approved and issued as a draft message (Valid
for directories published after March 1993 and prior to
March 1997). Message approved as a standard message
(Valid for directories published after March 1997).
Message type release number M an..3
Release number within the current message type version number (0052).
Accepted Value:
99B Release 1999 - B
Message approved and issued in the second 1999 release
of the UNTDID (United Nations Trade Data Interchange
Directory).
Controlling agency M an..2
Code identifying the agency controlling the specification, maintenance and
publication of the message type.
Accepted Value:
UN UN/CEFACT
United Nations Centre for the Facilitation of procedures

and practices for Administration, Commerce and
Transport (UN/CEFACT).
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Segment:

Position:

Group:

Level:

Usage:

Max Use:

Purpose:
Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:

BG M Beginning of Message

0020

0

Mandatory

1

A segment to indicate the type and function of the message and to transmit the identifying number.

Comments:
Notes: BGM+404+0001+9'
Data Element Summary
Data  Component
Attributes
Element Element Name Reg/Repeat/Repr
Co002 DOCUMENT/MESSAGE NAME C 1
Identification of a type of document/message by code or name. Code preferred.
1001  Document name code C an..3
Code specifying the document name.
Accepted Value: 404
X 1131  Code list identification code C an..3
X 3055  Code list responsible agency code C an..3
X 1000  Document name C an..35
C106 DOCUMENT/MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION C 1
Identification of a document/message by its number and eventually its version
or revision.
1004  Document/message humber C an..35
Reference number assigned to the document/message by the issuer.
Must be a Unique identifier per Document
X 1056  Version C an..9
X 1060  Revision number C an..6
1225 MESSAGE FUNCTION CODE C 1 an.3
Code indicating the function of the message.
NOTE: The Original (9) and Replace (5) will function in the same fashion: If
the voyage already exists in the database by looking it up via the carrier id and
the carrier conveyance number as the key, then the voyage will be updated.
Updating will be accomplished by first deleting the entire voyage, then
reinserting it with the new data sent by the carrier. If the voyage does not exist
in the database, then a new voyage will be created
1 Cancellation
Message cancelling a previous transmission for a given
transaction.
A cancelled voyage will function as a delete. The
system will look the voyage up using the carrier
conveyance number and carrier id, if it is found a delete
will be performed for the entire vessel/voyage. If it is
not found, the process will continue with the next vessel
voyage. If a carrier tries to delete a vessel voyage not
previously loaded, there will be no notification.
5 Replace
Message replacing a previous message.
9 Original
Initial transmission related to a given transaction.
MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY msc.com
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Segment: DT M Date/Time/Period
Position: 0030

Group:
Level: 1
Usage: Conditional (Optional)
Max Use: 9

Purpose: A segment to indicate date(s) and time(s) applying to the whole message.
Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:
Comments:
Notes: DTM+137:200107110444:203'

Data Element Summary
Data  Component

Attributes
Element Element Name Rea/Repeat/Repr
M C507 DATE/TIME/PERIOD M 1
Date and/or time, or period relevant to the specified date/time/period type.
M 2005  Date/time/period function code qualifier M an..3
Code giving specific meaning to a date, time or period.
Accepted value:
137 Document/message date/time
(2006) Date/time when a document/message is issued.
This may include authentication.
2380  Date/time/period value C an..35
The value of a date, a date and time, a time or of a period in a specified
representation.
2379  Date/time/period format code C an..3
Code specifying the representation of a date, time or period.
Accepted value:
102 CCYYMMDD
Calendar date: C = Century ; Y = Year ; M =Month ; D =
Day.
203 CCYYMMDDHHMM
Calendar date including time with minutes: C=Century;
Y=Year; M=Month; D=Day; H=Hour; M=Minutes.
MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY msc.com
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Group:
Position:
Group:
Level:
Usage:
Max Use:
Purpose:

Pos.
No.
M 0210
0240
0250
0290

Seg.
1D
DT

RFF
FTX

TDT Segment Group 4: Details of Transport
0200

1
Conditional (Optional)
999

A group of segments to specify the schedule or availability selection criteria and to detail the

schedule or availability information being provided.

Segment Summary

Name
Details of Transport

Reference
Free Text
Segment Group 5: Place/Location Identification
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Segment:

Position:
Group:
Level:
Usage:
Max Use:
Purpose:

Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:

T DT Details of Transport

0210 (Trigger Segment)
Segment Group 4 (Details of Transport) Conditional (Optional)
1

Mandatory

1

A segment to indicate information related to the mode and means of transport, eg. specific
conveyance/carrier.

Comments:
Notes: TDT+20+5093+1++SCAC:172+++309488:146:11:Vessel Name:DK'
Data Element Summary
Data  Component
Attributes
Element Element Name Reg/Repeat/Repr
M 8051 TRANSPORT STAGE CODE QUALIFIER M 1 an.3
Code qualifying a specific stage of transport.
Accepted Value:
20 Main-carriage transport
The primary stage in the movement of cargo from the
point of origin to the intended destination.
8028 CONVEYANCE REFERENCE NUMBER C 1 an..17
Unique reference given by the carrier to a certain journey or departure of a
means of transport (generic term).
C220 MODE OF TRANSPORT C 1
Method of transport code or name. Code preferred.
8067  Transport mode name code C an..3
Code specifying the name of a mode of transport.
Accepted Value:
1 - Maritime
X 8066  Transport mode name C an..17
X C228 TRANSPORT MEANS C 1
Code and/or name identifying the type of means of transport.
X 8179  Transport means description code C an..8
Code specifying the means of transport.
X 8178  Transport means description C an..17
Free form description of the means of transport.
C040 CARRIER C 1
Identification of a carrier by code and/or by name. Code preferred.
3127  Carrier identification C an..17
Identification of party undertaking or arranging transport of goods between
named points.
Carrier SCAC code
1131  Code list identification code C an..3
Identification of a code list.
Accepted value:
172 Carriers
Code list identifying carriers.
X 3055  Code list responsible agency code C an..3
X 3128  Carrier name C an..35
X 8101 TRANSIT DIRECTION INDICATOR CODE C 1 an.3
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X C401
X
X
X
C222

8457

8459

7130

8213

1131

3055

8212

8453

EXCESS TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION C 1

To provide details of reason for, and responsibility for, use of transportation
other than normally utilized.

Excess transportation reason, coded M an..3
Indication of reason for excess transportation.

Excess transportation responsibility, coded M an..3
Indication of responsibility for excess transportation.

Customer authorization number C an..17

Customer provided authorization number to allow supplier to ship goods under
specific freight conditions. This number will be transmitted back to customer in
the dispatch advice message.

TRANSPORT IDENTIFICATION C 1
Code and/or name identifying the means of transport.
Transport means identification name identifier C an..9

Identifies the name of the transport means.

MSC uses the Lloyd's Code (If vessel is not known,
MSC will default to 9999999)

Code list identification code C an..3
Identification of a code list.
Accepted Value:

146 Means of transport identification

Code identifying the name or number of a means of
transport (vessel, vehicle).

Code list responsible agency code C an..3
Code specifying the agency responsible for a code list.
Accepted Value:
11 Lloyd's register of shipping
A register of ocean going vessels maintained by Lloyd's
of London.
Transport means identification name C an..35

Name identifying a means of transport.

Vessel Name (If vessel is not know , MSC will default to TBN)

Nationality of means of transport, coded C an..3
Coded name of the country in which a means of transport is registered.

ISO Country code of Ship's Registry. (Not Used Currently)

MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY
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R F F Reference

Conditional (Optional)

Segment:
Position: 0240
Group: Segment Group 4 (Details of Transport)
Level: 2
Usage: Conditional (Optional)
Max Use: 9
Purpose:

Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:

A segment to provide a reference related to the transport details, such as the published line or route
number.

Comments:
Notes:  RFF+VON:111W'
Data Element Summary
Data  Component
Attributes
Element Element Name Reg/Repeat/Repr
M C506 REFERENCE M 1
Identification of a reference.
M 1153  Reference function code qualifier M an..3
Code giving specific meaning to a reference segment or a reference number.
Accepted value:
VON Voyage number
[8228] Reference number assigned by the carrier or his
agent to the voyage of the vessel.
Schedule Voyage Number
NOTE: RFF C506 1154 (Qualified VON in 1153) is
intended to represent the 'published' voyage number.
277 Mutually defined reference number
Number based on party agreement.
Alliance Voyage Number
NOTE: RFF C506 1154 (Qualified ZZZ in 1153) is
intended to convey an alternate voyage number
(‘Alliance Voyage Number.
1154  Reference identifier C an..35

Identifies a reference.
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Segment: FTX Free Text

Position: 0250
Group: Segment Group 4 (Details of Transport) Conditional (Optional)
2

Level:
Usage: Conditional (Optional)
Max Use: 9
Purpose: A segment to specify free form or processable supplementary information related to the means of
transport.

Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:
Comments:

Notes: FTX+ZZZ+++Description of Service Name'

Data Element Summary
Data  Component

Attributes
Element Element Name Req/Repeat/Repr

M 4451 TEXT SUBJECT CODE QUALIFIER M 1 an.3
Code specifying the subject of the text.
Accepted value:
ZZZ7 - General information

X 4453 TEXT FUNCTION, CODED C 1 an.3

X C107 TEXT REFERENCE C 1
Coded reference to a standard text and its source.

X 4441  Free text value code M an..17
Code specifying free form text.

X 1131  Code list identification code C an..3
Identification of a code list.

X 3055  Code list responsible agency code C an..3
Code specifying the agency responsible for a code list.

C108 TEXT LITERAL C 1

Free text; one to five lines.

M 4440  Free text value M an..512
Free form text.
NOTE: FTX C108 4440 is intended to convey a description of service.
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Group: LOC Segment Group 5: Place/Location Identification

Position: 0290
Group: Segment Group 4 (Details of Transport) Conditional (Optional)
2

Level:
Usage: Conditional (Optional)
Max Use: 99

Purpose: A group of segments to identify the routing(s) and indicate corresponding date(s) and time(s).

Segment Summary

Pos. Seg. Reg. Max. Group:
No. 1D Name Des. Use Repeat
M 0300 LOC  Place/Location Identification M 1
0310 DTM Date/Time/Period C 9
MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY msc.com
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Segment:

Position:

Group:

Level:

Usage:

Max Use:

Purpose:
Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:

LOC Place/Location ldentification

0300 (Trigger Segment)

Segment Group 5 (Place/Location ldentification) Conditional (Optional)
Mandatory

1

A segment to identify a location, e.g. place of departure/arrival.

Comments:
Notes: LOC+9+USNYC:139:6:NEW YORK CITY"
Data Element Summary
Data  Component
Attributes
Element Element Name Rea/Repeat/Repr
M 3227 LOCATION FUNCTION CODE QUALIFIER M 1 an.3
Code identifying the function of a location.
Accepted values:
9 Place/port of loading
(3334 + 3230) Seaport, airport, freight terminal, rail
station or other place at which the goods (cargo) are
loaded on to the means of transport being used for their
carriage.
11 Place/port of discharge
(3392 + 3414) Seaport, airport, freight terminal, rail
station or other place at which the goods (cargo) are
unloaded from the means of transport having been used
for their carriage.
C517 LOCATION IDENTIFICATION C 1
Identification of a location by code or name.
3225  Location name code C an..25
Code specifying the name of the location.
UNLOCODE
1131  Code list identification code C an..3
Identification of a code list.
Accepted value:
139 Port
A location having facilities for means of transport to load
or discharge cargo.
3055  Code list responsible agency code C an..3
Code specifying the agency responsible for a code list.
Accepted value:
6 UN/ECE (United Nations - Economic Commission for
Europe)
3224  Location name C an..256

Name of the location.
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Segment:

Position:
Group:
Level:
Usage:
Max Use:
Purpose:

Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:

DT M Date/Time/Period

0310

Segment Group 5 (Place/Location Identification) Conditional (Optional)

Conditional (Optional)

9

A segment to indicate date(s) and time(s) related to the location, e.g. date/time of scheduled
departure/arrival.

Comments:
Notes: DTM+132:200107110444:203'
Departure for Load
Arrival for Discharge
Example:
For LOC Function Code Qualifier 9(Load) MSCrequiresa DTM
Function Code Qualifier of 133(Estimated Departure)
For LOC Function Code Qualifier 11(Discharge) MSCrequires a
DTM Function Code Qualifier of 132(Estimated Arrival)
Data Element Summary
Data Component
Attributes
Element Element Name Reg/Repeat/Repr
M C507 DATE/TIME/PERIOD M 1
Date and/or time, or period relevant to the specified date/time/period type.
M 2005  Date/time/period function code qualifier M an..3
Code giving specific meaning to a date, time or period.
Accepted values:
132 Arrival date/time, estimated
(2348) Date/time when carrier estimates that a means of
transport should arrive at the port of discharge or place of
destination.
133 Departure date/time, estimated
Date/time when carrier estimates that a means of transport
should depart at the place of departure.
2380  Date/time/period value C an..35
The value of a date, a date and time, a time or of a period in a specified
representation.
NOTE: Local Timezone of Port of Operation must be used.
2379  Date/time/period format code C an..3
Code specifying the representation of a date, time or period.
Accepted values:
102 CCYYMMDD
Calendar date: C = Century ; Y = Year ; M = Month ; D =
Day.
203 CCYYMMDDHHMM

MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY

Calendar date including time with minutes: C=Century;
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Group: NAD Segment Group 6: Name and Address
Position: 0330

Group:
Level: 1
Usage: Conditional (Optional)
Max Use: 9

Purpose: A group of segments to indicate all parties involved in the transaction and relevant locations,
contacts and communication channels.

Segment Summary

Pos. Seg. Reg. Max. Group:
No. 1D Name Des. Use  Repeat
M 0340 NAD Name and Address M 1
MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY msc.com
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Segment: NAD Name and Address

Position: 0340 (Trigger Segment)
Group: Segment Group 6 (Name and Address) Conditional (Optional)
1

Level:
Usage: Mandatory
Max Use: 1

Purpose: A segment to identify the party's name, address and function.
Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:
Comments:
Notes: NAD+CA+SCAC:160:87"

Data Element Summary
Data  Component

Attributes
Element Element Name Rea/Repeat/Repr
M 3035 PARTY FUNCTION CODE QUALIFIER M 1 an.3
Code giving specific meaning to a party.
Accepted Value:
CA Carrier
(3126) Party undertaking or arranging transport of goods
between named points.
C082 PARTY IDENTIFICATION DETAILS C 1
Identification of a transaction party by code.
M 3039  Party identifier M an..35
Code specifying the identity of a party.
MSCU
1131  Code list identification code C an..3
Identification of a code list.
Accepted value:
160 Party identification
3055  Code list responsible agency code C an..3
Code specifying the agency responsible for a code list.
Accepted value:
87 Assigned by carrier
Codes assigned by the carrier.
MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING COMPANY msc.com
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Segment: U N T Message Trailer
Position: 0550

Group:
Level: 0
Usage: Mandatory
Max Use: 1

Purpose: A service segment ending a message, giving the total number of segments in the message (including
the UNH & UNT) and the control reference number of the message.
Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:
Comments:
Notes: UNT+20+1"'

Data Element Summary
Data  Component

Attributes
Element Element Name Reg/Repeat/Repr
M 0074 NUMBER OF SEGMENTS IN A MESSAGE M 1 n.6
Control count of number of segments in a message.
M 0062 MESSAGE REFERENCE NUMBER M 1 an.14
Unique message reference assigned by the sender.
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Segment: U N Z Interchange Trailer
Position: 0560

Group:
Level: 0
Usage: Mandatory
Max Use: 1

Purpose: To end and check the completeness of an interchange
Dependency Notes:
Semantic Notes:
Comments:
Notes: UNZ+1+1'

Data Element Summary
Data  Component
Attributes
Element Element Name Rea/Repeat/Repr

M 0036 INTERCHANGE CONTROL COUNT M 1 n.6
Count either of the number of messages or, if used, of the number of functional
groups in an interchange.

M 0020 INTERCHANGE CONTROL REFERENCE M 1 an.l14

Unique reference assigned by the sender to an interchange.
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